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EXPEDITIONS 
LYSKAMM by the North-west arete. D. A. Hodgkinson and 

T. A. H. Peacocke, August I8, I954· 
The party left the Betemps hut at 03 .oo and followed the route to the 

Felikjoch until above the icefall of the Zwillings glacier, when they 
traversed left (east) and, following a route parallel to the crevasses, 
reached the foot of the ridge at 05.30. The route ascended diagonally 
across some steep snow or ice slopes above a line of ice cliffs falling on 
to the Grenz glacier. Then it traversed nearly horizontally below some 
more ice cliffs and turned these by a steep snow couloir to reach what 
appears from the Betemps to be an obvious snow plateau. This is in 
reality a snow slope and was reached at 07.45. The slope was ascended 
to a bergschrund which was crossed easily and, after a spell of step 
cutting in the steep slope above, the rocks were reached at 09.00. 
These, though well broken in their upper stretch, were so plastered with 
ice and snow as to offer some difficulty with heavy step cutting in black 
ice, and the top of the rocks was not reached until I I ·45. This is 
pt. 406 I. The snow ridge above went easily, but the final slope 
demanded more step cutting and the summit of Lyskamm West was not 
reached until 13.50. Owing to the very strong wind and deteriorating 
weather the descent was made via the Felikjoch. 

This very beautiful climb deserves to be done more often. Under 
good conditions it would ' go ' fairly easily and is certainly much more 
interesting than the normal route via the Felikjoch. In a dry year 
some of the bergschrunds are reported to be impassable. References 
A.J. 47· 359; 28. 405; Ill. 33· 429. 

T. A. H. PEACOCKE. 

AN UNFREQUENTED ROUTE ON THE VuiBE. J. N. Burrows, S. G. McH. 
Clark, A. K. Bartlett, July 16, 1954. 

Arolla was reached from the Chanrion Hut on July 16, the first fine 
_ day that month. The following day we set out for the Cabane des 
Vignettes. The small S .A. C. handbook to the huts gives no directions 
on how to get there and it did not appear necessary to enquire the way, 
for the map clearly showed a path up the west side of the Bas Glacier 
d'Arolla; which, of course, anyone who has been to Arolla will know, 
does not lead up to the hut. 

Our mistake was in question when we discovered the age of the path 
on the moraine, and was a certainty on rounding the bend when we 
could see the Roe N 6ir which divides the two very steep glaciers of 
Mt. Collon and Vuibe. Yet a third glacier, much smaller but just as 
steep, lay between the Glacier de Vuibe and the mountain. 

Loth to turn back and admit a grave error, it seemed that we might 
be able to save the day by attempting the one natural breach in the 
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defences, which could be seen in a corner between the mountain and 
this narrow glacier. 

On arrival we found a waterfall at the foot of a fairly large couloir, 
separated from the narrow glacier by a dubious rock an~te. The 
couloir was gained by ascending steep rocks on the right for I 20 ft. 
We then kicked steps up the snow in the couloir for about I ,ooo ft. 
until a second waterfall was reached. This was turned on the left by 
ascending the an~te for about 400 ft. until an obvious traverse brought 
us back into the couloir. 

At the point at which we gained the arete we were surprised to find 
an old pair of trousers securely wedged in the rocks : a useful mark 
presumably for anyone on the descent ! 

Step kicking for another 7oo- 8oo ft. brought us to the head of the 
couloir. Choice now lay between the arete on our left and a gully 
coming in on our right leading in the direction of the summit. We 
chose the latter which led off at much the same angle and in a northerly 
direction. 

By this time it was 8 P .M. and we were obliged to bivouac, which we 
did, not uncomfortably, at a point which appeared level with the foot ~f 
Petit Mt. Collon. 

The following morning, 2!- hours' climbing on poor rock brought 
us on to the summit ridge of the Vuibe, where it runs for a short length 
East and West. A further I5 minutes brought us to the hut. 

Provided there is snow in the couloir this climb can be recommended. 
There can be few climbs with a hut placed so conveniently near the top. 

Times : depart Arolla I 3.30 
foot of the couloir, about I 5. 3 o 
bivouac 20.I5-04.I5 
summit o6.3o 
Cab. des Vignettes o6.45 

J. N. BURROWS. 

THE under-mentioned new expeditions were made by J. Sanseverino 
in 1953 and I954· With the exception of the passage of the Pasos 
superiore di Pesciora, when he was accompanied by the guide Heinrich 
Caduff, Mr. Sanseverino accomplished the following expeditions 
alone:-

LEPONTINE ALPS 1 

FouRCLA DIL LAI BLAU (c. 2,8oo m. between Piz Lai Blau and 
P. 2,864 m.). First tourist crossing, September I2, I953· 

UNNAMED CoL (2,935 m.) between Gross and Klein Muttenhorn. 
First recorded crossing, July I7, I954· 

PAsso SUPERIORE DI PESCIORA (c. 3,040 m. between Gerenhorn and 
Pizzo di Pesciora). First crossing, July 21, I954· 

1 See S"viss National Map, sheets 256, 265 and 274· 



• 

EXPEDITIONS 457 

FoRCELLA (2,839 m. a true peak in spite of its name). First re
corded ascent by North-west ridge, July 23, I954· This ridge was first 
descended by R. Fro bel with C. Forni on August I I, I8gg, but there 
seems to be no record of an ascent. 

• 

BLASENLUCKE (W) (2,733 m. the lowest depression between 
Blasenhorn and P. 2,999 m. of Mittaghorn). First tourist crossing, 
July 24, I954· The higher eastern col (2,793 m.), which has yet to be 
crossed by amateurs, is the one most frequently used by chamois
hunters. 

MEREZENBACHLUCKE (2,768 m. between Merezenbachschije 
(3,202 m.) and Sedelhorn). First tourist crossing, July 25, I954· 

PLATTISCHENPASS (formerly known as Alpienpass) (2,849 m. between 
Breithorn and Kesselhorn). First tourist crossing, July 28, 1954. 

ALPS oF URr 2 

AuLTLUCKE (2,840 m. between Piz Ault and Piz Gendusas). First 
crossing, September I3, I953· There is a faint possibility that the 
Aultliicke may hav·e been previously crossed by chamois-hunters, but 
this could not be confirmed. 

2 Idem, sheet 26 5. 
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